
3rd Grade Unit: 4 

Grade Level: 3rd Grade  
Unit Name: Ecosystem 
Pacing (2 Weeks) 

Priority Standards:  
 
3.LS3.C.1 Construct an argument with 

evidence that in a particular ecosystem some 

organisms -- based on structural adaptations or 

behaviors -- can survive well, some survive less 

well, and some cannot. [Clarification 

Statement: Examples of evidence could include 

needs and characteristics of the organisms and 

habitats involved. The organisms and their 

habitat make up a system in which the parts 

depend on each other.] (DOK 3 Support ideas 

with details  and examples)  

 

 

Learning Targets: 
 
➢ I can discuss and use evidence to explain 
which ecosystems are best suited for which 
organisms.  
 
➢ I can investigate which ecosystems are best 
suited for which organisms. 
 
 ➢ I can evaluate the evidence to determine if 
an ecosystem will support an organism. 
 

➢ I can plan tests with controlled 

variables. 

 

  ➢ I can carry out the test on the 
prototype.  
 

➢ I can identify failure points.  
 

➢ I can plan and carry out a fair test. 

Supporting Standards:  
 

3.LS3.B.1 Use evidence to construct an 

explanation for how the variations in 

characteristics among individuals of the same 

species may provide advantages in surviving 

and finding mates. [Clarification Statement: 

Examples of cause and effect relationships 

could be plants that have larger thorns than 

other plants may be less likely to be eaten by 

predators; and animals that have better 

camouflage coloration than other animals may 

be more likely to survive and therefore more 

likely to leave offspring.] 

 

3.ETS1.C.1 Plan and carry out fair tests in 

which variables are controlled and failure 

points are considered to identify aspects of a 

model or prototype that can be improved.  



Big Ideas: 
 
Characteristics of a plant or animal relate to 

how well it survives.  

 

Animals form groups to help them survive.  

 

Animals and plants respond to changes in the 

environment.  

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What happens to living things when their 

environments change? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Adaptation 

Survive 

Migrate  

Advantage 

Hibernate 

Dormant 

Impact 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


